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by foul means if he could not do so by fair. Knowing the weakness of
Saif ibn Sultan for drink, he had brought a cask of Shiraz wine from
Persia. When invited, with some of his officers, to a banquet in Marani
fort, Taqi Khan brought this cask of wine with him, and succeeded in
making Saif and his officers completely drunk ; this, it appears, was no
difficult proceeding insofar as Saif was concerned. Whilst Saif and his
officers were lying insensible, Taqi Khan and the Persians with him secured
possession of the fort without difficulty or bloodshed. The Beglarbegi
then stole Saif s seal and affixed it to an order which he had had written
in the latter 's name charging the commander of the fort of al-Jalali to
admit the Persian troops. The Arab commander, suspecting nothing,
obeyed the order. When Saif recovered his senses, he found, to his dis-
may, that both forts were in the possession of the Persians. 1
It being useless to attempt to regain the forts, Saif decided to continue
the war against Sultan ibn Murshid
Sohar was very ably defended by the Governor, Ahmad ibn Sa'id,
who, as will be seen below, later founded the Al-Bu Sa'id dynasty of
Muscat. Taqi Khan and Saif ibn Sultan advanced against Sultan ibn
Murshid, who, finding his forces out-numbered, retired towards Sohar,
where he hoped to be able to break through the Persian lines and join
Alimad ibn Sa'id Sultan ibn Murshid succeeded, apparently, in enter-
ing Sottar, but he was killed soon after, when leading a sortie.2 Ahmad,
however, continued bravely to resist the Persians until July, when, having
begun to run short of food and munitions, he deemed it expedient to come
to terms.8 The siege had lasted for seven or eight months, and had cost
the Persians over 3,000 men,4
Shortly after the death of Sultan ibn Murshid, Saif ibn Sultan, being
overcome with grief at witnessing the state to which his own behaviour
and acts had reduced his country, left the Persians and retired to Rustaq,
where he died a few days later. In such inglorious fashion the Ya*riba
dynasty of 'Oman came to an end.5
It is to be noted that, if Saif ibn Sultan had succeeded, with the help
s is the story as given by Neibuhr, in his Beschreibung von Arabien (p, 300} ; Guillain
gives a slightly different version. The Agent of the E.LCo. at Gombroon received a letter
from the Persian Government on the i8th February, 1743, stating that the Beglarbegi
had captured Muscat. Reports of Taqi Khan's subterfuge must have been spread abroad,
for the Agent added that it was supposed that the place had been taken " by dealing under-
hand with the Imam's slaves to deliver hfon the forts.
*	Guillain, VoL I, p. 538.   Some uncertainty exists as to whether Sultan ibn Murshid was killed
in this way or whether he perished when attempting to force his way through the Persian
lines.
*	Gombroon Diary, aist July, 1743.   The news of the capitulation was received in Gombroon
by trankey from So£ar on that day.   See also Niebuhr's Beschreibung, p. 301.
*	Gombroon Diary, 2 ist July.   Salil ibn Raziq's account of the siege (p. 140} is grossly exaggerated,
and Otter's statements (VoL II, p. 181) are incorrect,
*Gufflain, VoL I, 538.

